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In my opinion, the Davcnporl: Communitg School District

should adoPt a uniform Policy for all of its students. A safe and
disciPlincd Icarning environment is the most imPortant ingrcdicnt
of a good school. Farcnts, tcachcrs, and school authorities
have seen that school uniforms are a goocl and creative way to
have fewer Prol:lcrns and more safctg at school.
|n addition to Prornoting school safctg and rcclucing disci-
Plinc Problcms, the acloption of a school uniform Policy can
irnprovc the Icarning environment. | he results of this include
the Fo“owing benefits from uniform Policics:
® causes less violence and theft over cxPcnsivc clothing and
shoes;
L4 Prcvcnts gang members from wcaring their gang colors or
signs in school;
e teaches students disciPlinc;
. hclps school authorities recognize visitors in the builcling;

ancl

hclps Parcnts and students resist peer pressure.

ln order for uniforms to be a success, the Fo“owing must be
considered when clccicling to acloPt a school uniform Policy:
1.Get parents involvcd—Parcntal support is imPortant in
getting the student to wear the uniform.

2. Frotcct students’ rcligious cxPrcssion—a uniform Policy
must consider students’ rcligious beliefs and not stop
them from wearing their rcligion’s rcc]uircmcnts.

3. Frotcct other riglnts of cxPrcssion—such as wearing items
as long as thcy do not cause clisruPtion or interfere with
disciplinc or the rights of others.

4.Decide ona voluntarg or manclatory Policg.

5. Assist families that need financial hclP 173 Provicling uni-
forms to students who cannot afford them.

6.Trcat school uniforms as Part of an overall saFctg pro-
gram inclucling clrug Prcvcntion, clrug testing, and conflict
resolution programs.

Thc acloPtion of a school uniform Policy for all students
would hclp imProvc the lcarning environment by hclping stu-
dents concentrate on their school worl<. To be a success,
many things must be considered when clccicling to aclopt a
school uniform Policy. Again, in my oPinion, the Davcnport
Community School District should adopt a school uniform
Policy for all of its students.

—Rachel Springstccn
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In my oPinion, the Davcnporl: Communitg School District
should adoPt a uniform Policy for all students and enforce such
a Policy.

Students wear inaPProPriatc clothing. When it's winter,
students wear caPris and tank tops. Stuclcnts wear skirts that
fall above their knees—above where their hands touch their
thighs. Most students come to school in clothes that don't
match the season of the year. Somc students wear ﬁip-ﬂops to
school when it's snowing outside. During summer, some stu-
dents wear |agcrs of clothcs, then complain thcg’rc too hot. A"
of this affects the students’ lcaming environment.

Accorcling to the Davcnport Communitg School District,
inappropriate clothing should be Prohil)itcd from schools.
Tops should not show the stomach, waistlinc, upper chcst, arm-
Pits, or unc]crgarrncnts. Thc arms of the toP should be at least
2 inches wide; if not, then kids should be allowed to get another
shirt from either the office or their lockers. Clothing should not
be so tig,ht that it shows off inaPProPriatc areas. Fants should
not be so tight that you can’t walk up stairs in them. Clothing
should not be so baggg that students cannot walk from class to
class without |10|c|ing up their pants. Students are offered the
use of rope or a belt to hold up their Pants.

| believe the uniform Po|ic9 should allow pants and skirts for
girls. Girls who rca"y don’t want to wear skirts shouldn’t be
forced to do so. ththcr girls wear skirts should also clcPcnd
on how short or long the skirts are. Some girls dor't like to
show their |cgs. Common sense tells us that we don’t rca"y
need to have so many outfits for school. Tl-n's is somcthing that
parents will aPPrcciatc. It will end the morning hassle that some
households go through rcgarcling appropriate school clothing.

IF the DavcnPort Community 5cl100| District does acloPt
sucha Policy, I think this will encourage more students to attend
school in Davcnport, as thcy will see that in DavcnPort, we
expect and give only our best.

—Dominiquc Diclccrson

Jn my oPinion, the Davcnporl: District should adoPt uni-
forms for all its students because if we had uniforms, we wouldn’t
be different. Fcoplc who are poor wouldn’t stand out. Kids’
moms wouldn’t have to worry about buying their kids new
clothes. Kids wouldn’t gctjumpccl because thcg may be wearing
gang colors by mistake. IF all students wore uniForms, Pcoplc

wouldnt mal(cjudgmcnts based on clothes because everyone
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would be dressed the same.

Jf we had uniforms, some children wouldrt worry about how
thcy look. Thcy’d be able to worry about their education.
Kight now, kids are sent to the office because thcy are wearing
somcthing inaPProPriatc. Teachers wouldr’t have to worry
about that if we had uniforms. Kids wouldn’t be made fun of
because of their clothes. Magbc some Pcoplc would changc.

Without teachers having to write referrals for clothes,
rnagbc some kids would be nicer. T here rnight be less 3c||ing
between teachers and students—and maybc more ta“dng. Thc
kids rnight get a better education. Pecause kids wouldn’t be
worrying about their clothes, teachers would-
n't worry about referrals and education would
be better. ]:or that reason, the Davcnport
District should aclopt a uniform Policy.

——E_than Slutts

In my oPinion, the Davcnport Communitg Schools should
acloPt year round school. ] think in the three months of summer
we Forgct all the education we learned the year before. Wit|1
Yyear round school, we’d go to school the same number of clays.
That’s w|13 the kids dor't like it—thcg think t|1c3 have to go to
school longcr if we have year round school.

Farcnts find that year round school is goocl for the lcarning
stglc and goocl for their life stylcs at home. Thc holiclay breaks
are longcr for year round schools. Thc teachers like it because
t|1c3 get Frcqucnt brcalcs, and t|1c3 dor't get burned out as eas-
ily.

Thc kids remember the education thcy learned in the year
before. Accorcling to the Nationa| Asssociation for Year
Round F ducation or NAYRE,, students showed increased
education achievement in year round schools. chcnty-onc
Pcrccnt of Hispanics’ test scores went up by 400% in some
gradcs. 5c|100|s acloPt Yyear round education also because of
cost saving features.

A|thoug|1 some studies show that there are no advantagcs
to year round schooL | think there are. l:or me, the summer gets
too long, and | car’t wait for school to start. I get burned out in
the school Year, and | think more breaks would hclP. That’s why
] would Prcfcrycar round school.

—]_ukc Koclrigucz
ln my oPinion, the salary for teachers should be raised in
the state of lowa. Thc pay is incrcclibly low. lowa’s tcacl-n'ng

standards are wonclchu"y high, 3ct Iowa teachers earn very
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little. Tlﬂcsc are but a few reasons wlﬂg the pay should be
raised.

lowa is ranked 4oth for the lﬂiglﬂcst teacher sa|ar3, which
starts at one, nationwide. At one Point in time, Jowa teacher
pay ranked 34th in the country, but that rating has now
clroPPccl twice. | he state of |owa has the higlﬂcst SAT
scores in the country. This means we have the lﬂighcst teach-
ing qua|it3 in the country.

Tcaclﬂcrs must fulfill several rcquircrncnts before thcg can
tcach, then thcg have to teach for 1 5 years to earn the state’s
average pay per year in Jowa. The average pay per year in
Iowa is $394%2 per year; that's ncarly
$7%00 less than the national average. lowa
teachers, in my opinion, are some of the best
teachers in the country. We, meaning Jowans,

created the ITBS tests used around the
world. The pay is tcrrib|3 low if Yyou compare their test scores

to our test results.

y. TI"ICSC are a FCW rea-

laries should be raised in

—A.J.Larson
ln my oPinion, the state of lowa should raise their teach-
ers’ salaries. Tcachcrs teach PcoP|c, and thcy learn new
things. Tcachcrs dor't get cnougl-m money a ycarf:or what thcy
do because thcy suffer lots of money loss.

lowa doesn’t have the lowest sa|ar3 score, but it’sjust
about there. Bctwccn 2001 and 2002, lowa had the §5t|1
lowest teachers’ salaries out of 37. New Jcrscy was the high—
est; lclaho was the lowest. Now, CaliFornia is the highcst
($55,693) and South Dakota is the lowest ($31,383).
Tcachcrs with bachelors’ dcgrccs earn $30,296 while teach-
ers with masters’ clcgrccs earn $40,306.

lowa’s teachers’ salaries increased $37% or 1% from
2002-2003% to 200%~-2004. That is the lowest increase since
1970. ln the last fifteen years, the gap has almost doubled
from the national average to lowa’s average. Thc national
average is $46,432. W|13 are lowa’s tcaching salaries going
down? |owa has the best SAT scoresin the United States
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Kight now,

but it has the lowers teacher salaries—almost.

“T eachers face a Forty—mi"ion dollar shortfall on top of a decade
of cuts,” said Jamcs Wi"iams, a senior in high school. Debra Wil-
liams, of the Maryland State T eachers Association, said that a
5% raise for most teachers in Marglancl in 2000 may have made
several school districts “comPlaccnt” when it came to teacher pay.
“IHowever, that was only a first step toward getting salaries where
thcy need to be,” she said. T hat is what we need to do with Jowa’s
teacher salaries; build them up each year.

That’s why Jowa should raise their teacher salaries—Jowa
hasn’t had a big increase in teacher salaries, teachers face a Fortg
million dollar loss, and without teachers, we wouldn’t be where we

are toclay.

—Melodie Bou

Suicide: “The destruction or ruin of one’s own inter-
ests.” My definition of suicide is the killing of one’s inner self. Thc
world’s definition of suicide is the lci"ing of one’s Phgsical self.

E_vcrg clag teenagers try to kill themselves. It’s notjust teen-
agers but also senior citizens who try to kill themselves along with
other Pcoplc. IF Pcoplc didn't Lill thcmsclvcs, would the world be
over Populatccl? IF Pcoplc c]uit giving birth, would the world be
under Populatccl? Wlno knows...and who knows why Pcoplc trg to
kill themselves. I, for one, don't.

Why do Pcoplc try to kill themselves or ruin their own inter-
ests? | ired of living? Tired of living a crappy life? Do thcy}'ust
want to die? Some Pcoplc who have tried to kill themselves say
thcy were clcprcssccl or)’ust tired of living cvcrgdag. Why not try
to make it better instead of worse?

IF you know anyone who is ta"dng about suicide or even con-
tcmplating it, take it scriously. I do now. Bcforc toclay, I have
known many Pcoplc who have attcmPtccl suicide, and I know peo-
Plc who will Probably commit suicide in the future. It’s not some-
thing to Play around with. chnagcrs shouldn't want to die. We
should be happy cloing tccnagccl stuFF—hanging out with Fricncls,
going to the mall—not trying to kill ourselves.

IF you know anyone who is ta“cing about suicide, tell an aclult,
a parent, somcbodg. Don’tjust sit by and watch somcbocly harm
themselves. Don’t become a bystanclcr then later on feel guiltg
about not cloing angthing. Someone once told me “Don't live
your life carrying the wcight of regret and guilt on your shoulders.

Because then you’re not living life at all.>

—Anna [Hernandez
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Blood
DriP, DriP, DriP, the blood flows from my wound

DriP, clroP, PloP, | |10Pc it never stops
The pain of the wound Pushes away
T|1c Pain of the clag

] hcaryou come into the house
And stop, sensing somcthing‘s wrong
] smile to myscl{:

50 HOU l(new a" along

] hcaryou running down the hall
You stumblc, but you don't fall
You call to me, Praying that l’m safe
But you know that it’s far too late

l told you l was sad
UnhaPPincss Pouring from me like the blood does now
You Pound on the door
Yc"ing ‘et me inl”
But
lt’s far too late
l feel the arms of Dcath
Thcg cradle me
Drawing me into Oblivion

— Nicolc Licbc

Why are Pcoplc so racist? W|15 do Pcoplc hate a
certain race? Why do Pcoplc hate Pcople of a certain re-
ligion, culturc, or sexual Prcmccrcncc? Wl-lat did those peo-
Plc ever do? I think Peoplc on|3 hate certain Pcople be-
cause it gives them somcthing to do. 5a3 an HisPanic per-
son assaulted a Caucasian man. Tl-lcn that Caucasian
man hates all HisPanics. |s that fair? No. Just because
one person screwed up doesn't mean you should hate the
whole race for what that one person did. Tl'tat doesn't
make sense. ] think Pcoplc onlg hate Pcoplc because it
gives them somcthing to do, and thcg want to blame all of

their misfortunes on somebody or something.
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WI‘)H do PcoPlc hate homosexuals? What did thcy

ever do to straight Pcoplc to get them to hate them?
Notl‘wing. What, it’s not n'gl'wt—so we hate them? No, it
shouldn't be like that. We shouldn't hate Pcoplc be-
cause thcg are different from us. Somcbody is short,
tall, black, white, HisPanic, Asian, and/or gay so we
automatica"y should hate them? | ook, that person is
short. Lct’s go hate them because thcg are different. It
isn't right. None of this is right. Fcoplc are Pcoplc——just
like a c]og is a c]og. There are different breeds, but
thcg get along and Play togcthcrjust like we do. Dogs
are cvcrywhcrcjust like humans. No matter what you do
to them, tl‘rcy are still going to be around whether you
like it or not.

50 grow up and be more mature. Don’t hate some-
body because thcy are different from you. Who’s to

say 9ou’rc so hot?

—Anna Hcrnandcz

Bully
Bcforc sPring brcak we hacl

lessons cluring enrichment about bu"g

ProoFing our school, and how not to let

ourselves become bystandcrs or victims. |
dor’t know about the rest of the school, but in my class, alot
of kids said things like, “Thcy can’t stop bu"ying," or“T hisis
so stuPid!"

| wonder if the five students who were killed by a class-
mate rcccntly in Minnesota wish thcy’d had a chance to take
a few of the lessons we scoffed at. lgucss thcy can’t decide
now.

We dismiss bu“ying as “okay” because we see it every-
clay and sometimes Parl:icipatc. ]t’s easy to make a sarcastic
remark about someone’s hair or clothes. but rcmcmbcr, how-
ever much the comment you make affects you, it affects the
victim about 100 times more.

E_vcryonc knows who the bullied kids are, and thcy know
who thcy are. ] don’t cxPcct everyone to Pcrsona“y aPolo-
gizc to every person thcy’vc ever been mean to, but maybc
when we walk down the hallway, we can hold back that snide

remark. lec reason I say t|1is, honcstly, is because one of

those kids who is tormented constantly is going to snap some clay in

some way—ancl ] don’t want to be in any way rcsPonsiblc forit.

—FE rin Friedrich

POSER
She sits,

wrists turned toward the cciling,

rcvcaling criss-cross scratches

Sometimes people with very
dramatic personalities cut
as a way te call attention to
themselves. Kirsty used to
cut in the school bathroom
so her friends could "find"
her. When they showed fear
or panicked at the sight of
Kirsty bleeding, it just
reinforced her culting.
Fortunately, a school
counselor helped Kirsty get
the assistance she needed.

l:)arcly visible,
the work
ofa gcntlc Papcrclip
she wants, &ds,
them to notice.
l sit, ol:)scrving |1cr,
a sadistic smile
covering my face.
Adults clisrcgarc] her act.
Thcy know what she is,
but her peers listen
to her brag about things
she’s never done
will never do.
Thcg label her
cool.

T hat will satis{:g her,
for now.
Wannabe.

—F rin Friedrich

—taken from
the Nemours Foundation

Follow-up Comments from Miss Mallory:

You know how sometimes the best intentions blow up in your face? Wc",
not quitc, but things ccrtainlg went wrong, |n trging to do Mr. Tac"ock a
Favor, ] inadvcrtcntly made the situation | was trging to l"cIP worse. Mr.
Tadlock and | had a miscommunication thing going. He said several things,
which I c]carly ]'rcarcl, but to my sth 5radc undcrstanding, tl"cg meant some-
thing tota"g different—which resulted in several nontruths bcing Publisl—xcd

as truths. OoPs. Livc and leam.

—Ma"ory Cross/Mrs. Searle




