EQUITY COMMITTEE

Meeting Minutes – May 17th 2012
In attendance:
Stevenson

Dawn Anderson Rascher, Bonnie Beechum, Letty Beserra, Jim Collins, Sarah Harris, Deb

New Direction for Committee:
Dawn informed the committee in a few weeks Dawn and Letty will be moving positions and will no longer be
heading the committee. Dr. Erica Goldstone will be taking over. More information will follow.
Action Plan Review:
The Action Plan was reviewed. Dawn said she talked to Dr. Tate and he would like to share our plan with the
School Board; Local School Improvement Advisory Committee; District Administrative Team and the District
Student Achievement Team. Dawn asked the committee what other community partnerships we should share the
plan with.
Now with the Action Plan complete, next year’s focus will be putting it into action.
Jim commented we first need the Districts backing and understanding before we can present the Action Plan to
outside community partnerships.
Sarah agreed, saying tools also need to be put into place for everyone; district staff, parents, students, and
community partnerships. Sarah suggested the first thing would be a website overhaul for the entire district,
including the schools pages, with the goal of making them cohesive with each other and easy to navigate. This is
important to complete before we engage the community and parents, so as to not discourage them or push them
away when they look for tools and resources. Sarah suggested a template be used for all schools, with District
information and educational support for families located in a specific area on all school websites.
IA Assessment:

Deb asked about the low scores received from this year’s IA Assessments. Dawn explained because we
are now using a new, more current norm, it is not appropriate to compare test scores this year with last
year.
What we can compare this year’s scores to National averages. While scores are low in the elementary
levels, intermediate was the same as the National average and our high schools were actually higher than
the National average.
Follow-Up:
It was suggested by the committee to have one more meeting in June with Dawn, Letty and Dr. Goldstone, to
have proper introductions and more discussion, before presenting the Action Plan to Dr. Tate and the new school
year begins. Dawn will be looking into this and letting the committee know.
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