
Davenport  Communi ty  School  Dis tr ic t 

Mid City high school is 

the new name for the 

former Kimberly Center. 

 It is now located in the 

space previously used 

as medical offices next 

to the Select hospital 

on Kimberly Road.   Es-

tes Construction 

 worked on Mid City dur-

ing the summer of 

2014. Construction be-

gan in March, and will 

be finished around July 

of next year. 
 

 

The new school is able 

to hold up to 300 stu-

dents.  Our Principal, 

Dr. Jake Klipsch, is 

head of Mid City.  The 

assistant principal at 

Mid City is Mrs. Wil-

liams.  We interviewed 

both of them and they 

are both very happy to 

be part of Mid City high 

school. 
 

 

Mid City high school 
opened to students on 
August 18, 2014.  On 
the first day of school, 
there was still some 
construction going on, 
and there still is.   
 
 
Mid City was built to 
be specifically different 
from other schools. 
 During the construc-
tion of Mid City, there 
were a few setbacks 
during ceiling installa-
tion. They weren't as 
high as the Estes men 
would have liked.  This 
is because of the pip-
ing in the ceiling. 
 

 

Opinions of the new 

school are both good 
and bad.  My personal 
opinion on Mid City is 
good.  I really like the 
way they built the new 
school.   
 
Other students said 

they think it is easier to 

get around then the 

Kimberly Center.   

 

Andrew Buesing, a Sen-

ior at Mid City, states 

òThe new school gives 

students a fresh new 

start towards a brighter 

future.ó 

 

Makenz Meeks said òI 

like that we have win-

dows and a new build-

ing but the stairs arenõt 

good at all.ó 

 

Overall, Mid City is a 

positive and great place 

to learn.  
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 Mid City students re-

ceive their schedules 

the first day of class, 

August 18th. 

Nikki Connelly studies 

hard in Holocaust Litera-

ture class. 



On August 28th, 2014, Mike Maloney, the director of 

operations for the DCSD visited Mrs. Goddardõs 5th 

period yearbook class.  The class posed multiple ques-

tions to Mr. Maloney in an effort to answer questions 

and gather information on the construction of the 

building, student concerns, and plans for future con-

struction.   
 

Mr. Maloney answered questions on a variety of topics, 

including upcoming construction, plans for a ribbon-

cutting ceremony, structural planning, building issues, 

and technology. He also discussed at length the im-

mense planning, time and efforts that have gone, and 

will continue to go into making Mid City High school a 

place principal Dr. Klipsch refers to as òa beautiful 

place to learn.ó 

 

Mr. Maloney explained the transition between Annie Wittenmeyer and 

Keystone Academy, and KCE to Mid City high school as not directly con-

nected. He explained that there had been interest in moving the former 

Kimberly Center to a new location for quite some time, with the ultimate 

goal of building or developing a place to better suit our student popula-

tion. The space became available at our current location, and the transi-

tion for Annie Wittenmeyer and creation of Keystone fell into place, con-

sequently. 
 

Construction of Mid City began in March of 2014. The process did not go 

without setbacks, as Mr. Maloney described the most difficult part of the 

process òdealing with the amount and variety of wiring in the buildingó, 

necessary to meet the immense amount of technology in our 21st centu-

ry school. The cost to build Mid City, including the purchase of the proper-

ty has totaled over nine million dollars to date. The school was designed 

as a 21st century school, with common areas for collaboration and alter-

native learning environments.  Even the carpet and paint, along with the 

òfloating ceilingsó in these areas were designed with our student popula-

tion in mind. 
 

Part of this cost involved lowering the ceilings for air duct installation. 

 Because the building is presently zoned as a school, rather than a hospi-

tal, and because different structures have different building codes, con-

sideration had to be made for meeting the codes and still honoring 

BLDTT architectsõ goal of a building òdesigned to be different from other 

schools.ó BLDTT is an architectural firm specializing in K-12 Studios. 

Bruce Maxi and Leona Kattral were the main architects behind the Mid 

City High project 
 

MIKE MALONEY CHATS WITH NEWSLETTER STAFF  

The following was taken from a combination of interviews and class notes documenting our discussion, it was compiled by our editors. 
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Mike Maloney talks with 5th period  students 

Students work in collaborative 

learning spaces 



It is no shock to the students and staff that the build-

ing is still considered òa work in progress.ó An Octo-

ber ribbon-cutting is planned for the students, staff 

and public. Before this, the glass walls in classrooms 

will receive a covering, there are graphics to be in-

stalled in the grand stairwell, a large sign will be in-

stalled out front, and finishing touches will be made 

on furniture installation and general cosmetic ap-

pearance. The parking lot is also still a work in pro-

gress.  There are plans to add an additional exit and 

turn lane on Marquette Street. 
 

Groundbreaking for the second building, which will house the gymna-

sium, music classroom and IJag will begin in late October. The space 

currently used for gym classes will house the buildingõs day care fa-

cility upon completion of this building. The goal for this project is to 

have it completed by late July. Both Dr. Klipsch, as well as Mr. Malo-

ney expressed the pride and careful consideration that has been tak-

en to make this a building that stands apart from all other schools in 

Davenport. This is a school of choice.  What makes Mid-City high 

school a great place to learn?  The amazing teachers, dedicated of-

fice staff, exemplary administration, and most importantly, our 

unique and talented student body.  There is no arguing that it is the 

students, above all, that make Mid City a great place to learn! 

A drawing of proposed plans for building addition to begin in 

October. Plans are still likely to evolve as  groundbreaking ap-

proaches.  
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Blueprints  for  the new building, which is 

set for groundbreaking in late October.  

òThe new build-
ing is comfortable 
to work in and 
looks nice.ó ñ
Carlos Maxfield  



Unknown to most,  we 

have òMrs. Bó  to thank for 

some of the ideas for our 

beautiful building.  Mrs. B 

is Mid Cityõs new teacher 

librarian. She is in charge 

of the IMC, as well as tech-

nology around the building. 

Her real name is Cindy 

Blinkinsop. 

 

Even less known is exactly 

who Mrs.B is... Not only is 

she our talented librarian, 

but besides that she has a 

very interesting life outside 

of school!  

 

For example, did you know 

that at one time Mrs. B not 

only worked at a dating 

site, but she managed it!?! 

In the days before the in-

ternet, she was responsi-

ble for òhand-pickingó cou-

ples and had a binder of 

wedding invitations show-

ing her successes.  

 

When she wasn't playing 

matchmaker,  She was 

also a dispatcher and tick-

eter for a police depart-

ment.  

 

Mrs. B went to college 

more than once. The first 

time, she went to the Uni-

versity of Toledo for ele-

mentary education. She 

also attended the Univer-

sity of Houston, and it 
was there she got a Mas-

terõs in librarian science. 

She can teach online clas-

ses in the state of Iowa.  

 

In her free time, Mrs. B 

enjoys hiking, Biking, and 

hanging with her two òfur 

childrenñó her silky terri-

ers. So now that you know 

you know more about Mrs. 

B, and what an important 

addition she is to our 

schoolõs staff, Letõs give 

her a warm Maverick wel-

come! 

She attended college at Cameron 

University. Mrs. Williams is one 

tough cookie! She played volley-

ball in college and after college, 

moved to Iowa and started teach-

ing at 22 years old. Before work-

ing as an administrator, Mrs. 

Williams taught PE for 15 years. 

She obtained her Masterõs degree 

from UNI, and went on to work at 

Rock Island High School as a 

Dean of Students. After working 

in Illinois, she came back to 

DCSD to work as the Associate 

Principal of Williams Intermedi-

ate.  

Mrs. Williams, Mid Cityõs first 

associate principal, came to us 

this year from Williams Intermedi-

ate school. Outside, of school, 

Mrs. Williams has many unique 

hobbies, interests and experienc-

es. Keep reading to get to know 

Mrs. Williams!  

 

Mrs. Williamsõ first job was being 

a waitress at Humdingerõs in 

Texas.  Think you catch a faint 

Southern accent in her speech?  

Youõre right! As a kid, Mrs. Wil-

liams spent time riding horses on 

her grandparentsõ farm/ ranch.  

Mrs. Williams became an adminis-

trator because she was ready for 

something different , but did not 

want to stop working with young 

people.  With teaching, there was a 

more òset schedule,ó and as an 

administrator the days are struc-

tured differently. She is happy to be 

back with high school kids, especial-

ly in a smaller environment, where 

she can get to know students better.  

Mrs. Williams loves to shop (who 

doesnõt?) likes to read, and enjoys 

cooking in her free time.  She has a 

lively and fun personality. We look 

forward to getting to know Mrs. Wil-

liams this year! 
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U P  C L O S E  A N D  PE R S O N A L  W I T H  òMR S. Bó 
BY :  AL A I N A  O T T E  

A L L  A B O U T  O U R  A S S O C I A T E 
I N T E R V I E W  B Y :  T Y L E R  K E E G A N  

òThe new 

administrators are really 

nice.  They made me feel 

welcome from the very 

first day I was here.ó 

ñGabby Morales 

Volume 1, Issue 1 



The Maver ick 

òWhen itõs finished, this 

school is going to be the 

best in the area!ó ñMrs. 

Woolley 

 

òItõs FRESH!ó ñFred Parks 

 

òIt is beautiful!ñKaren 

 

 

òI think Dr. Klipsch and 

Mrs. Williams are nice. I 

miss Mrs. Womack 

thoughéó 

 

 

òThe new school is some-

thing that needs time to 

get used to, as do all new 

things. I do however like 

the air conditioning and 

the windows in the class-

rooms. So far the new 

teachers and staff i have 

met have been good. I 

donõt like the idea that we 

start at 8:10, but we arenõt 

in control of that, unfortu-

nately. I like the Chrome-

books we get to use in the 

class. I feel like Iõm in a 

college setting. It makes 

me look forward to the rest 

of this new year.ó ñ

Brenna Johnson 

 

òMid City High is all about 

our hard working, well 
focused students. While 
alot of us are in the class-
room, students can also 
focus outside in our 
Learning Commons, 
which is cool. Learning 
Commons are education-
al spaces where students 
can learn, work, study 
and focus in an area 
smaller and quieter than 
a classroom!  

-Alex Marquez 
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T H E  AR T  CO R N E R     
B Y :  V I C T O R I A  SH E R R O D 

E D I T O R I A L S :  O P I N I O N S  O N  N E W  B U I L D I N G   
BY :  V I C T O R I A  SH E R R O D A N D  M E L I S S A E M B R E Y 

storage rooms which aide 

in keeping everything less 

scattered. The room is 

nearly complete, only lack-

ing tables, but the stu-

dents are making the most 

with what they have. 

(Update: tables delivered 

9/4!)  

 

With this new room stu-

dents are now working on 

many projects such as, 

analogous paintings and 

anime body proportions. 

All the students are doing 

well  and making great 

progress in their works!  

 

 

Itõs a new year and a fresh 

start for all the young art-

ists of Mid City High ! The 

new art room at Mid City 

High is much more ac-

quainted for the student 

body with a far more spa-

cious room to work. More 

sinks have been included 

in the room along with 

òAnime class is a cool 

class because we get to 

learn about Japanese 

culture and art.ó ñ

Sam Ballard  

Featured Artwork (above and right) by:  

Falyen Martin 

Africa Shorter  

Marissa Lira 


