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NCAA ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

 Important Information about Division I and Division II Initial-Eligibility Changes 

WHAT IS THE NEW RULE?  The new requirements increase the number of required core courses from 13 to 14.  The additional 
course may come from any of the following areas:  English, mathematics, natural/physical science, social science, foreign language, 
non-doctrinal religion or philosophy.   
 
Computer science being eliminated for core-course purposes 
 
Computer science courses will no longer be able to be used for initial-eligibility purposes.  This rule is effective August 1, 2005, for 
students first entering a collegiate institution on or after August 1, 2005.  Computer science courses (such as programming) that are 
taught through the mathematics or natural/physical science departments and receive either math or science credit and are on the high 
school's list of approved core courses as math or science may be used after the August 1, 2005, date. 
 
For the classes of 2005, 2006 and 2007: Division I and Division II 
 
If you plan to enter college in 2005 or after, your eligibility will be determined under the new rule.  That means that you must have 14 
core courses to be eligible to practice, play and receive financial aid at a Division I or Division II school. 
 
For the class of 2008: Division I only -- 16 core courses 
 
If you plan to enter college in 2008 or after, you will need to present 16 core courses in the following breakdown: 

• 4 years of English                      
• 3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher)                      
• 2 years of natural/physical science (one must be a lab science)                      
• 1 year of additional English, math or science                      
• 2 years of social studies                      
• 4 years of additional core courses (from any area listed above, or from foreign language, non-doctrinal religion or 

philosophy) 
 

What requirements do I need to be able to practice, play and get a scholarship at a Division I or Division II school? 
You need to complete the following: 

• Graduate from high school;    
Complete a minimum of 14* core courses;   * In Division I, the minimum number of core  
courses are 16 for students who enter a Division I school August 1, 2008, and after. 

• Present a minimum grade-point average (GPA) in those 14* core courses; and    
• Present a qualifying test score on either the ACT or SAT test. 

 
Register online! 

Prospective student-athletes may register with the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse on-line.  Simply go to the Initial-Eligibility 
Clearinghouse Web site by clicking here or on the clearinghouse link on the right side of this page.  By registering on-line, prospects 
will be able to view their eligibility information on-line, and will not have to call the clearinghouse for eligibility updates.  On-line 
registration saves time, and allows prospective student-athletes to view their eligibility status up to six weeks faster than through the 
paper registration process. 

For more information related to NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse, please visit our 
website at:   

 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net 

or call  
1-877-262-1492 Mon.-Fri- 8-am to 5pm 

 
 


