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  8TH GRADE CAREER CLUSTER SELECTION 
             EXPLORE YOUR FUTURE!!!! 
  www.ihaveaplaniowa.gov  

 
November 2009 
 
Dear Davenport Community School Parent/Guardian(s): 

 
This letter is to inform you that all eighth grade students in Davenport Schools are in the process of completing a 
career exploration and planning unit in their Language Arts class with the final product being a four-year Academic 
Career Plan (ACP).  It is an Iowa Department of Education requirement that all 8th grade public school students 
in Iowa use the web-based program, www.ihaveaplaniowa.gov, to complete their ACP.  Your student will 
complete the 8th Grade “Guideway”, a six step process consisting of a series of interest surveys designed to help your 
student learn more about careers that align with their interests.  This web-based program provides a wealth of 
information on the world of work, educational preparation and life planning. Your student has created an electronic 
portfolio that s/he can access from any computer with internet access.  Please ask your student to show you their 
portfolio and discuss their ACP with him/her.  If you do not have internet access, please consider using your public 
library or ask to use a computer at your student’s school.  Your involvement is critical to support your student in 
achieving their goals.   

 
The Department of Education also requires that a parent/guardian review and approve the ACP.   Students 
may change their mind on their ACP at any time – that is natural and expected.  Students may also change or add a 
career cluster of interest to their portfolio.  The plan gives students a place to start their journey of postsecondary 
options and career exploration. Your approval does not “lock” the student into this plan. Instead, it provides 
documentation that you have discussed the plan with your student and that there is a thoughtful process into the 
selection of high school courses as they relate to their future plans.  Students will review their plans annually with 
their guidance counselor or advisor as they move through high school. 

 
For more information on career clusters, please visit the Davenport Community Schools’ website at 
http://www.davenportschools.org/curriculum/ACP.asp.     

 
When your student completes their 8th Grade Guideway, an electronic letter is automatically generated through the 
web-based program and is sent to the email address your student entered as your email address. This letter contains 
instructions on how to access your student’s portfolio.  You are welcome to use the ihaveaplaniowa.gov system to 
approve your student’s plan. Additionally, every Davenport 8th grade student will bring home a printed copy of the 
ACP that corresponds with their career cluster choice. This ACP contains actual Davenport high school courses 
recommended to support your child’s postsecondary and career goals.  It should be helpful when it comes time for 
your child to register for courses. Please sign the printed copy your student brings home with this letter and return 
it to school to keep in your student’s permanent file.  Keeping a copy of this plan on file for every 8th grade 
student is a state law. Note: The signed copy will satisfy the state requirement for families that do not have internet 
access. 

 
DID YOU KNOW:  www.ihaveaplaniowa.gov can be used by anyone who wants to explore college or career 
information throughout the United States.  Please share this information freely or use the site tools yourself.  
It’s free!  
  
Remember, please sign your student’s ACP and return it to school within a 
week. 
 
Thank you for your support.   
 
The Davenport Community Schools Intermediate Counselors 

Smart…………………………323-1837 
Sudlow……………………….326-3502 
Walcott……………………….284-6253 
Williams……………………...391-6550 
Wood…………………………391-6350 
Young………………………...326-4432 
 
Please contact your student’s counselor 
with any questions or concerns.   


