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     This last minute addition to the 
CHS Symphony Calendar was a 
welcome one.  It caused a lot of 
scrambling around, but the oppor-
tunity to support our vocalists and 
those from around the QC area was 
both an honor and challenge.                     
    Background:  Each year, the 
high school choirs from Central, 
North, West, North Scott, Pleasant 
Valley, and Bettendorf gather to 
perform the vocal music selected 
for the All State Choir concert in 
November at the Iowa State Uni-
versity.  This local event, called 
“Metrofest,” is a great way for stu-
dents to prepare for All State Vocal 
auditions that take place in mid 
October and for all students to 
learn some of the great vocal works 
composed by a variety of compos-
ers.  In the past, this event was held 
at Bettendorf High School and a 
few selections were accompanied 
by the Bettendorf Orchestra.    

     This year, the event was held 
at North Scott High School.  Cen-
tral’s Symphony Orchestra was 
asked to perform with the massed 
choirs for two selections, “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” and 
“America the Beautiful.”  With 
the cooperation of Mr. Hatcher, 
Mr. Hanson, and selected mem-
bers of the band, we scheduled 
three rehearsals during school 
time to prepare our parts for Met-
rofest. 
       Glowing comments from 
teachers and parents best de-
scribed the reaction of everyone 
to the Central Orchestra and their 
participation in Metrofest.  Here’s 
a few comments... 
“The (CHS) orchestra elevated 
the musical experience.” 
“Wow, Central has a fine 
orchestra.” 
“I’ve never heard a better 
accompaniment, not 
even the All-State or-
chestra.” 
“Strings were in tune and 
the winds were exciting.”�
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  $   SENIORS LOOK AHEAD   $ 
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                            “It’s about WE not just Me.” 
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CHS MUSIC DEPARTMENT POLICY: 
“Student attendance to all rehearsals and performances is 
mandatory.  Performances are viewed as major tests.  A per-
formances is a learning experience that cannot be duplicated 
in a rehearsal hall or practice room.  The level of concentra-
tion required in a public performance assists each student in 
developing an insight into his/her own level of performance.  A 
performance is an important evaluative tool, allowing a com-
parison of the student’s performance in relation to classroom 
objectives presented and with past performances.  Absences 
from performances are only excused in the event of an extreme 
emergency, serious illness or hospitalization of the student, 
death in the family, religious holiday, or other reasons deemed 
excusable by the directors.  Performances missed (excused 
only) will be made up through an agreement with the director.  
Failure to do so will result in the loss of one full letter grade.” 
The reasons for an excused absence are narrow and reflect the 
value we place on each individual’s contribution and obligation 
to the group and the consequences that result from poor planning 
and/or indifference to the ensemble experience.  
 
Why is attendance such a big deal in the CHS Music Depart.? 
With the exception of music theory, ALL music classes at CHS 
are ENSEMBLE (group/team) experiences.  Unlike other aca-
demic subjects that students take, such as math, English, etc. that 
depend only on the individual performance, music is a group ac-
tivity where the group is evaluated by the collective ensemble 
performance of everyone together.  Directors carefully choose 
the level, style, difficulty of the music by the number of students 
in the ensemble, what they play, their abilities, number of re-
hearsals scheduled, and the assumption that students will attend 
rehearsals and performances.  When students are absent from a 
rehearsal or concert, the group/musical result and therefore the 
quality of the educational and aesthetic aspect of the experience 
is diminished for everyone.  Every music student plays at Cen-
tral. No one sits on the bench.   
If you have questions about any music dept. policy see your di-
rector.   
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